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Psalm  lxxvi.  io. 


Surely  the  ivratb  of  man  JJjall  pra'tfe  thee:  the  remainder   of 
wrath Jhalt  thou  refrain. 


VV  A  R  is  one  of  the  moft  dreadful  calamities  to  which  tTie 
children  of  Adam  are  I'ubjedl:.  The  diftrefles  flowing  from 
it  are  fo  great,  and  the  hiftory  of  all  ages  points  them  out  in 
fuch  ftrong  charadters  ;  the  hiftory  of  all  ages  fets  before  us  fuch 
a  multitude  of  defolations  and  flaughters  proceeding  from  it, 
that  we  are  ftruck  with  horror  at  the  furvey,  and  cannot 
avoid,  at  the  firft  thought,  being  aftoniflied  that  fuch  a  mon- 
fter  hath  been  permitted  to  deform  and  to  ravage  the  creation 
of  God.  Neverthclefs,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  thing's,  where 
there  are  fo  many  jarring  intcrefts,  and  where  fo  much  injuf- 
tice  is  often  pradtiled,  hoftillties,  in  the  courfe  of  human 
events,  will  arife  among  the  nations  of  the  earth :  but  that  fuch 
an  evil  doth  exift,  is  a  fad  proof  of  the  degeneracy  of  man. 
For  did  real  goodnefs  flourifh  among  our  race,  .no  fuch  me- 
thod would  be  requ:fite  to  fettle  the  pretenfions  and  difputes 
of  public  communities.  Accordingly,  in  the  glorious  times 
which  we  read  of  in  prophecy,  when  Chrlftianity,  in  its  genuine 
temper  and  efllds,  Ihall  be  widely  diffufed,  we  are  told  that 
the  martial  weapons  ihall  be  turned  into  the  inftruments  of 
rural  induftry  ;  and  heaven,  which  is  the  region  of  pcrfe<fb 
virtue,  we  know  will  be  the  region  of  perfed  tranquillity. 
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As  war  In  general  i>  fo  terrible  an  evil,  hence  there  le  no 
perfon  who  is  touched  with  humanity,  and  who  feels  for  the 
miferies  of  his  fellow-creatures,  but  muft  ardently  wifli  that 
the  bleffings  office  mijjltt  always  be  enjoyed.  Asthofe  who 
are  partakers  of  one  common  nature  ;  as  thofe  who  are  ani- 
mated by  the  merciful  and  benevolent  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  wc 
mufl  long  for  the  period  in  which  the  tranquilliry  that  is  now 
interrupted  fhall  be  reftorcd.  We  muft  long  for  the  period 
when  frienJlhip  and  harmony  fhall  again  be  found  among  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth  ;  when  the  bufinefs  of  life  ftiall  be 
carried  on  with  fafct)^  and  its  pleafures  enjoyed  with  comfort^ 
when  the  hufbandman  and  the  artift  Ihall  return  with  thank- 
ful nefs  to  their  ufeful  and  quiet  occupations  ;  and  the  parent 
fliall  fit  with  rapture  in  the  midft  of  undifturbed  domeftic 
imion,  plenty,  and'happinefs. 

But  defirable  as  fuch  a  ftate  muft  be  to  every  good  mind, 
there  is,  at  prefent,  no  profped  of  its  immediately  tjking  place. 
The  flames  of  war,  which  have  already  burrted  with  fuch  fury, 
threaten  to  burn  with  ftill  more  dreadful  fiercenefs.  What 
then  is  to  be  done  in  this  awful  fituation  of  events  ?  To  what 
confidcrations  can  we  have  recourfe,  in  order  to  reconcile  our 
minds  to  the  difordcrs  and  defolations  that  feem  likely  to  be 
continued  in  the  world  ?  Why,  the  beft  method  we  can  purfuc 
is  to  fly  to  fuitable  reflexions  on  the  divine  government  ;  to 
furvcy  the  wife  ends  which  Providence  may  carry  into  execu- 
tion, even  by  the  pafTions  and  the  fury  of  men.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  we  have  felefted  the  text,  which  holds  out  fentiment« 
extremely  proper  to  adminifter  confolation,  in  a  tumultuous 
fcene  of  things. 

The  pfalm  from  which   the  text  U  taken  appears  to  have 
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been  compofcd  on  account  of  fome  eminent  deliverance  which 
the  Jews  had  received  ;  and  celebrates  the  power  and  mercy 
of  Jehovah  in  confounding  their  enemies.  The  facred  author 
beautifully  defcribes  the  interpofition  of  the  Supreme  Being  in 
the  affairs  of  the  univerfe,  and  the  dominion  he  exercifes  over 
them.  Among  other  noble  paffages,  he  breaks  out  into  this 
fine  apoftrophe  :  "  Surely  the  wrath  of  man  Ihall  praife  thee  ;- 
"  the  remainder  of  wrath  fhalt  thou  reftrain." 

Without  entering  into  any  critical  niceties  concerning  thefe 
words,  they  plainly  contain  two  truths,  which  will  afford  fuf- 
ficient,  and,  I  hope,  ufeful  matter  for  our  prefent  meditations. 
They  inftrud  us, 

Firft,  That  the  events  which  proceed  from  the  evil  affedlcns 
of  mankind  fliall  be  over-ruled  by  God,  to  the  execution  of  his . 
own  purpofes,  and  the  manlfcftation  of  his  own  glory  :   and. 

Secondly,  That  when  they  have  anfwered  his  inicnticns,  he- 
will  prevent  them  from  doing  farther  mil  hief. 

We  fhall  illullrate  each  of  thele  remarks,  and  then  conclude 
with  fome  pra«Sical  refledions. 

Firft,  The  events  which  proceed  from  the  evil  affedions  of 
mankind  fhall  be  over-ruled  by  God,  to  th>e  execution  of  his 
own  purpofes,  and  the  manlfeflatlon  of  his  own  glory. 

There  is  in  the  text  an  efpecial  I'efcrence  to  the  wars  that  are  - 
ktndled  by  the  paffions   of  men  ;   and  accordingly,  we  fhall, 
at  this  time,  chiefly  diired  our  attention  to  public  cominotions  ; 
though  without  excluding  other  circumflances  that  may  fcrve 
to  throw  light  on  the  general  fubjed. 

It  is  a  fublime  and  tranfporting  thought,  that  the  concerns- 
of  the    world  are    under  the  divine   management;    and    that 
while  the  human  race  are  hurried  on  by  their  wicked  Jefires, 
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and  ambitious  projefts ;    that,   while  they  arc,  perhaps,  op- 
pofing  to  the  utmoft  the  lacred  intcrcfts  of  truth  and  rightcouf- 
ncfs,  they  are,  notwithftanding,  only  defeating  theii  own  views, 
and  Ciirrying  on  the  very  fchemes   they  deteiK     Let  it,   how- 
ever, be  obferved,  that  this  doth  not  leflen  the  enormity  of  their 
condu<ft.     Their  follies  and  vices  are  the  fame,  and  their  crimes 
equally   aggravated.     They  are  tranfgrefllng  againfl:  the  holy 
aad  exalted  Majefty  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  will  receive  the 
juft  retribution  of  their  impious  in'cntions.     If  their  abomina- 
ble en'erprizcs  are  brought  to  confufion,  and  are  made  to  pro- 
duce confequences  of  the  mofl:  excellent  and  Valuable  nature, 
this  is  not  owing  to  them,  but  to  God.     It  is  his  wifdom,  (kill, 
and  mercy  that  converts  their  pernicious  attempts  into  an  illuf- 
trious  difplay  of  his  own  perfecflions,  and  an  illuflrious  advance- 
ment of  the  true  welfare  of  his  rational  offspring.       1  ndeed, 
nothing  lefs  could  be  expected  from  an  attentive  coiifideration  of 
his  character,  as  the  diredor  of  the  univerfe.     As  he  is  infinite- 
ly intelligent,  powerful,  and  gracious ;  as  he  hath  a  fovercign 
dominion  over  the  whole  frame  of  things ;  as  his  adminiflra- 
tion  is   calculated   to  produce   the    higheft   happinefs   of  the 
fyftem ;  he  will  not  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  defeated  in  his  grand 
and  benevolent  defigns.     He  would  not  have  permitted  fuch 
creatures    as  we   are   to   have  exifted ;  —  nor    the   effeds   to 
arife  that  filing  from  our  paffions,  unlefs  he  could  have  ren- 
dered them  confiftent  with  the  ends  of  his  government,  and 
unlefs  he  cou'd  huve  finally  converted  them  to  the  manifeftation 
of  his  reftitude   and  benignity.     Thefe  fentlments  are  agree- 
able to  fcripture,  where,  in  general,  all  events  are  afcribed  to  the 
eternal  Jehovah  ;  and  where  the  prophetic  writings  in  particu- 
lar, teach  us  that  the  difturbers  of  the  earth,  while  they  are 
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pufliing  forward  their  own  fchcmcs,  are  only  blindly  cxccming 
the  defigns  of  Heaven.  Thus  we  read,  I'rov.  xix.  21.  ihat 
though  there  are  many  devices  in  men's  hearts,  nevcrthclcfc, 
the  counfel  of  the  Lord  fliall  Rand.  Thus  the  Aflyrlan,  If. 
X.  5.  7.  is  rcprefented  as  the  rod  of  the  divine  anger,  and  the 
ftaft"  of  the  divine  indignaliun,  though  he  himfclf  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  purpofes  which  he  was  employed  to  exe- 
cute. But  to  come  to  the  more  diftind  illuftration  of  our  fub- 
jcd,  we  may  obferve,  firfl, 

That  the  wars  occafioncd  by  the  wrath  of  man  m^iy  praife 
God,  as  they  may  become  the  inflruments  of  inflidling  his 
chaftifcments  on  fmfLil  nations. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  difpenfations,  it  may  be  neccflary,  in  or- 
der to  aflert  his  fupreme  honour,  and  to  promote  the  benefit  of 
the  world,  that  degenerate  focieties  Ihould  be  feverely  punilhed. 
This  appears  both  from  the  rcafon  of  the  thing,  and  from  a 
number  of  pafTages  in  the  facred  records.  Now  the  fword  is 
one  of  the  methods  which  Providence  makes  ufe  of  to  vifit  for 
the  tranfgreflions  of  a  vicious  people.  It  is  frequently  fpoken 
of  in  this  light  in  the  Old  Teftament ;  and  in  Ezek.  xiv.  2  i.  it 
is  ranked  among  the  four  fore  judgments  of  Jehovah,  and  united 
with  the  famine,  the  noifome  beaft,  and  the  peflilence.  Nor 
is  war  the  lefs  a  judgment  for  being  carried  on  by  the  inftru- 
mentality  of  men  :  it  is  as  much  fo  as  other  calamities  that  may 
feem  to  proceed  from  the  more  immediate  inter}:)oritIon  of  the 
Almighty.  The  Supreme  Being  has  different  ways  of  corrcding 
his  creatures,  and  this  perhaps  is  the  moft  cffedual  method  of 
his  doing  it ;  for  the  defolations  that  arife  from  it  are  peculiarly 
durable,  extenfivc,  and  fatal.  Scarcity  of  bread,  infectious 
dilordtTs,  inundations,  and  earthquakes,  are  evils  w'uch  may 
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ftldom  occur,  and  perhaps,  may  laft  but  a  little  time;  wlicreai 
war  is  a  icourgc  which   hath  continued  to  afflidl  the  human 
race  in  all  ages.     It  is  often  protraded  for  a  number  of  years  ; 
and  produces  the  moft  complicated  diftrefles.    Innumerable  ills 
proceed  from  it ;  for  poverty,  want,  and  difeafe  are  in  its  train 
as  well  as  wounds  and  daughter.     It  may  be  appointed,  by  the 
Almighty,  as  the  means  of  punifhing  the  nations  on  both  fides, 
who   are  engaged  in  hoftilities.     The  moft  fuccefsful  people 
muft  fed  its  e^'il  effeds  in  various  inftances,  and  in  a  certain; 
degree  be  chaftened  :   And  as  to  the  vanquiflied  parties,  they 
will  find  it  a  heavy  burthen  indeed,  a   fliarp  and  dangerous 
malady.     May  not  the  offences,  likewife,  of  thofe  who  fight 
in  the  caufe  of  juftice  be  corrected  by  it,  as  well  as  the  offences 
of  thofe   who  fight  ii>.  the  caufe    of   oppreffion  ?    Yes,  the 
Supreme  Ruler  of  the  univerfe-  may  fix  upon  this  method  of 
vifitlng  for  the  tranfgrcffions  of  thofe  who  take  up  arms  in  an  - 
honourable  conteft.     Hence  that  community  which  is  the  moft 
righteous  may  not  always  be  viiftorious,  becaufe  the  fchemes 
of  Providence  may  require  it  to  be  humbled  ;  and  the  Almigh- 
ty may  employ  more  wicked  inftruments  for  that  purpofe. 
Farther, 

The  commotions  occafioned  by  the  wrath  of  man  may 
praife  God,  or  execute  his  defigns,  as  they  may  tend  to  check 
die  vices,  and  call  forth  the  virtues  of  public  focieties. 

Though  war  would  be  very  unfuitable  in  a  world  where 
perfect  goodnefs  abounded,  yet  in  fuch  a  diftradled  fcene  as 
the  prefent,  it  may  be  extremely  ufeful  in  a  moral  view ;  and- 
that  not  merely  in  the  way  of  judgment,  but  of  difcipline.  It 
may  be  extremely  ufeful,  to  keep  nations  from<he  pride  and 
infolence  of  profperity^  to  prevent  their  running  into  uncon- 
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trolled  iniquity,  and  to  roufe  their  abilities,  adivlty,  aha  pa- 
triotifm.     The   body  politic   may  ftand  in   need  cf  the  fame 
treatment   which  is   neceflliry  for  fmgle  pcrfons.     We  know- 
that  fmgle  perfons,  were  they  to  meet  with  no  reftraints  and 
afflidlions,  would  fall  into  a  flothful  and  carelefs  temper  :  Their 
.paflions   would   gain   an  undue  afcendancy  ^  their  commend- 
able qualities  would  lie  dormant,  or  perhaps,  be  deftroyed  ;  and 
they  would  produce  no  valuable  fruits  of  righteoufnefs.  Hard- 
fhips  and  difficulties  are  the  con-edlives  that  bring  us  to  our- 
felves,  fubdue  our  wrong  incHnations,  fummon  up  the  powers 
of  our  Ibuls,  lead  us  to  our  duty  and  our  God,  and  render  us 
eminently  virtuous.     Thus,    likcwife,   it  is   with    refpedl  to 
communities.     Let  us  confuler,  in   tjie  prcfcnt  depraved  ftate 
of  the  world,  what  would  be  the  cfTed,  if  nations  were  in  no 
danger  from  enemies;   if  they  had  nothing  to  oppofe  them; 
and  were  fixed  in  a  fituation  of  perfect  fecurity.     The  exam- 
ple of  what  great  empires  have  adually  been,  when  they  have 
arrived  to  a  height  of  eftablifhment  and  dominion   much  fu- 
perior  to   the   neighbouring   countries,  may  inftrud  us  what 
-would  be  the  cafe.     Did  nations  enjoy  a  complete  profperity, 
a  profperity  interrupted  by  no  calamities,  no  apprehenfions, 
would  not  the  baleful  weeds  of  folly,  vanity,  felfillinefs,  pride, 
fenfuality,  and  luxury,   fpring  up  apace  among  them,    and 
Spread  to  an  enormous  degree  ?  Having  nothing  to  alarm,  no- 
thing   to  roufe  them,  would    not  vice  flourifh,    and  virtue 
hide  her  head  ?  War  therefore  may  be,  fometimes,  in  the  courfc 
of  the  divine  government,  a  ncceflary  purification  of  the  body 
politic,  which  removes  its  bad  humours,  and  reftores  it  to  health 
and  vigour.     Hence  focieties  may  be  brought  to  themfelves ; 
and  acquire  that   rcflc«^ion,  firmncfs,  and  adivity,  which  iliall 
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not  only  prcfervc  their  welfare,  but  fix  it  on  a  more  folid  and 
durable  foundation. 

Again,  the  events  occafioned  by  the  wrath  of  man  may  praife 
God,  as  he  may  caufc  the  wrath  of  man  to  carry  on  fome  pe- 
culiar purpofcs  of  his  providence  and  goodncfs. 

How  foolilh,  and  how  blind,  are  the  children  of  Adam  ! 
They  contrive  a  variety  of  arrogant  and  impious  fchemes  ; 
and  hope  to  I'ubjcft  every  tiling  to  the  gratification  of  their  paf- 
fions.  The  potentates  of  the  earth  plan  conquefts,  kindle  the 
flames  of  war,  and  flatter  ihemfelves  with  being  lords  of  the 
globe.  But,  all  this  while,  they  know  not  that  they  are  con- 
trolled by  an  iavifible  hand  ;  and  that  the  Supreme  Ruler  only 
ufes  them  as  inftruments  for  executing  his  defigns.  There  is 
a  fine  connexion  eftablifhed  between  the  civil  and  the  moral 
ftate  of  the  world.  The  revolutions  that  happen  in  nations  are 
directed  by  God  in  a  fubfervicncy  to  his  moral  intentions,  and 
his  religious  difpcnfations ;  and  the  tracing  of  this  union  is  a 
noble  fpeculation,  which  affords  the  moft  confoling  and  fub- 
lime  idea  of  our  Maker's  wife  and  benevolent  government. 
Thus  Cyrus,  when  lie  went  forth  conquering  and  to  conquer, 
was  no  more  than  an  agent  fixed  upon  by  Jehovah.  He  is 
fpokcn  of,  by  Ifaiah,  in  this  view,  and  his  vi(ftories  foretold 
long  before  his  birth.  He  was  raifed  up,  in  order  to  reftore 
the  defccndants  of  Abraham  to  their  own  land,  and  to  give 
commiflion  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  temple.  "  For  Jacob  my 
"  fervant's  fake,  and  IlVael  mine  eled,"  faith  the  Lord,  "  I 
"  have  even  called  thee  by  thy  name ;  I  have  furnamed  thee, 
"  though  thou  haft  not  known  me."  If.  xlv.  4,  Thus  Alex- 
ander the  Great,  when  he  fubdued  the  Perfian  monarchy,  with 
fuch,  almoft,  inconceivable  rapidity,  promoted  the  intentions  of 
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Heaven  ;  and  by  the  privileges  he  bcftowed  on  the  Jews,  and 
the  difpcrfion  of  the  Greek  tongue,  paved  the  way  for  tlie 
Jcnowledge  of  the  truth,  and  the  appearance  of  the  MefTiah. 
This  too  was  remarkably  the  cafe  with  regard  to  the  Roman 
empire.  The  aftonifliing  height  of  power  and  grandeur  to 
■which  Ihe  arrived  was  permitted  and  appointed  by  God,  in 
order  to  introduce  fuch  a  ftate  of  things  as  was  neceffary  to  the 
communication,  the  reception,  and  the  propagation  of  the  Gof- 
pel.  It  was  only  the  aim  of  the  Romans  to  devour  the  earth,"' 
and  to  tread  it  down,  and  to  break  it  to  pieces ;  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  they  were  preparing  the  way  for  the  noble  triumphs 
of  our  holy  religion.  Thus,  Hkewife,  Henry  VIII.  of  England, 
when  he  was  folicitous  to  obtain  a  divorce  from  his  firft  queen, 
Catharine,  fought  for  nothing  more  than  the  gratification  of" 
his  private  defires.  The  paflions,  however,  of  the  king  were 
fo  managed,  by  the  Supreme  Governor  of  the  world,  as  to  open 
the  path  for  that  glorious  reformation,  the  poflefTion  of  which 
is  our  higheft  honour  and  happinefs.  Indeed,  we  have  no 
reafon  to  doubt  but  that  all  the  commotions  of  the  world  will 
be  rendered  fubfervient  to  the  purpofcs  of  the  divine  Provi- 
dence and  Goodnefs. 

We  fhall  add,  once  more,  under  this  head, 

That  the  wrath  of  man  may  praife  God,  as  it  may  end  In 
effcfts  diametrically  opjwfite  to  what  was  intended  by  it ;  and 
fuch  efTedts  as  arc  peculiarly  favourable  to  the  interefls  of  reli- 
gion, virtue,  and  judice. 

This  inuft  be  allowed  to  be  thcmoft  beautiful  manifcftation 
ofthcfkill  of  the  Almighty,  and  the  moft  illuflrious  difplay  ot' 
his  benevolence.     The  rulers  of  the  earth  may  fct  thcmfdvcs 
againft  the  Lord  :  they  may  form  pernicious  projeds,'ahd  may 
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breathe  pcrfccution,  flauglitcr,  and  dcRruclion.  Their  rage 
may  mount  to  a  prodigious  licight,  and  threaten  the  molt  dread- 
ful coulcquenccs.  But  all  this  while  the  Governor  of  the  uni- 
veri'e,  who  fitlcth  fuprcme  in  the  heavens,  lliall  have  them  in 
dcrifion.  He  fliall  laugh  at  their  attempts,  and  confound  their 
enterprifes.  He  (hall,  according  to  the  declarations  of  Scrip- 
ture, difappoint  the  devices  of  the  crafty  ;  caufe  the  mifchief  of 
the  wicked  to  fall  on  their  own  heads,  and  their  violent  dealing 
to  produce  their  own  ruin.  Vid.  Job  v.  12,  and  Pf.  vii.  16. 

The  ftory  of  Haraanis  a  very  remarkable  illuftration  of  our 
ful)je<fl.     1  hat  proud  and  envious  nobleman  had  contrived,  as 
//(T  imagined,  the  irrevcrfible  ruin  of  the  Jews  ;  but  it  fell  upon 
himfelfand  his  adherents.  He  had  ere£tedfor  Mordecai  a  gallows 
fifty  cubits  high  ;  but  he  was  hanged  upon  it  himfelf. — The  bre- 
thren of  Jofeph,  when  they  had  fold  him  to  the  Midianites,. 
believed  that  they  had  put  an  end   to  all  his  fupcriority  over 
them.     But   the  providence  of  God  rendered  his  flavery  and 
imprifonmcfit  the  means  of  his  advancement ;   raifed  him  to  be 
the   governor  of  Egypt,  and  the   prefcrver  of  the    kingdom  ; 
brought  the  fons  of  Jacob  to  fliame,  remorfe,  and  humiliation; 
and  obliged  them  to  acknowledge  the  over-ruling  hand  of  Je- 
hovah.— Thus  alfo  the  implacable  enemies  of  our  Saviour,  when 
they  had  inflidvd  upon  him  the  death  of  the  crofs,  imagined 
that  they  had  effedlually  deftroyed  his  claims  and  his  interefts  ; 
hut  from  his  death,  and  his  refurredion  from  the  dead,  have 
f^^rung  our  faireft  hopes,  our  heft  confolations,  our  everlafting 
felicity. — From  the  martyrdom  likewifo  of  the  apoftlcs  arofe  a 
fttong  confirmation,  and  a  wide  diffufion  of  the  Gofpel. 

Moreover,  if  we  look  into  modern  hiftory,  we  fliall   meet 

with  feveral  events  which  clearly  fliew  that  the  wrath  of  man 
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is  made  to  produce  effeds  diredly  oppofite  to  what  it  intended. 
Thus,  when  Philip  II.  king  of  Spain  ufed  the  moft  tyrannical 
methods  to  root  out  the  remains  of  civil  and  religious  liberty 
that- were  left  among  his  fubjefts  in  the  Low  Countries,  what 
was  the  refult  of  his  barbarous  proceedings  ?  Why,  the  refult 
of  them  was,  that  the  people  rofe  up  againft  the  monftrous  op- 
preffions  they  laboured  und-er,  fought  bravely  for  their  privi- 
leges, refcued  themlelvcsfrom  the  yoke  of  bondage,  and  founded 
the  illuftriouE  republic  of  the  United  Provinces.  —  Similar  to 
this,  but  conduced  in  a  much  happier  manner,  was  the  glo- 
rious revolution  in  England.  James  II.  attempted  to  reduce 
113  to  abfolute  flavery,  both  temporal  and  fpiritual ;  and  he 
pulhed  forward  his  del'igns  with  eagernefs,  zeal,  and  rapidity. 
But  the  fury  with  which  he  proceeded,  efFedually  opened  the 
eyes  of  the  nation ;  and  not  merely  difappointed  his  in- 
tentions, but  occafioned  fuch  an  eftablifhment  and  extenfion 
of  the  freedom  of  our  conftitution  as  would  not  ctherwife 
have  been  thought  of.  It  occafioned  a  fettlement  which  can- 
not eafily  be  paralleled  in  the  records  of  mankind  ;  a  fettlement 
to  which  we  are  indebted  for  our  moft  valuable  enjoyments, 
and  which  hath  exalted  the  advantages  of  Britain  above  the 
advantages  of  moft  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  globe. — But  it  is 
high  time  that  we  proceed  to  ihevv, 

Secondly,  that  when  the  events  which  proceed  from  the  evil 
affcdions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  have  anfwered  the  pur- 
pofes  of  God,  he  will  then  reftrain  and  prevent  their  farther 
operations. 

I  am  not  inlcnfible  that  fome  commentators  haVe  afligneil  a 
cllflcrent  meaning  to  the  latter  part  of  the  text:  but  the  fenle 
wc  have  followed  is  fo  obvious,  fo  natural,  and   fo  luitable  to 
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the  general  fcope.  of  the  paflagc,  that,  without   entering  into   a 
particular  vindication  of  it,  we  fliall  go  on  to  obfervc, 

rirft,  That  Jchovali  may  rellrain  the  wrath  of  man,  by- 
giving  a  remarkable  check  to  the  ciitcrprifes  wliicli  How 
iVom  it. 

That  God  hath  ablolute  ability  to  do  fo  :  that,  whenever  he 
plfafcs,  he  can  put  a  ftop  to  all  the  impious  fchemes  and  un- 
ilertakings  of  the  children  of  Adam,  we  are  well  allured  ;  and 
that,  in  ca-tain  inftances,  he  not  only  can,  but  will,  do  it,  we 
njay  conclude  from  the  wifdom,  redlitude,  and  benevolence  of 
lijs  nature,  and  from  the  gracious  ends  of  his  government.  He 
v;ill  not  permit  the  caufe  of  truth  and  integrity  to  be  finally 
oppreflcd,  though,  for  valuable  purpofcs,  he  may  leave  it  for  a 
period  in  a  fuffering  (late.  Accordingly,  we  find  from  expe- 
rience, tliat  when  the  fury  of  tyrannical  men  hath  attempted 
to.  pulh  forward  beyond  the  bounds  prefcrlbed  by  the  Su-  ' 
pr.enie  Being,  he  hath  arrefled  the  remainder  of  it  in  the  midfl 
of  its  courfe,  and  hath  faid,  "  Here  fliall  thy  proud  waves  be' 
fta^ed."  This  was  the  cafe  with  refpe£t  to  Sennacherib, 
the  king  of  AflTyria.  He  came  up  againft  Hezekiah,  and  the 
land  of  Judea,  with  the  utmoft  confidence  of  fuccefs ;  ufed  the 
mod  intolerable  infolence  of  language,  and  defied  the  God  of 
Jacob.  For  a  time  he  feemed  to  triumph  ;  but  behold  !  how 
fuddenly,  how  totally,  he  was  at  length  confounded  !  The  angel 
of  the  Lord  deftroyed  his  whole  army  in  one  night,  and  fig- 
nally  verified  the  affertion  in  the  text. — So  Pharaoh,  agitated  by 
his  rage  againft  the  Ifraelitep,  preffed  after  them  into  the  Red 
Sea  :  when  foon  the  waves  returned  into  their  natural  pofition, 
imd  he  was  drowned  with  all  his  hoft.  *'  The  depth  covered 
"  them,  and  they  Tank  into  the  bottom  as  a  ftone." — "  They 
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"  faak  as  lead  ia  the  mighty  waters  *." — If  we  have  recourfe 
to  prophane  hiftory,  we  fhall  perceive  examples  of  the  rebukes 
which  Jehovah  hath  given  to  unjufl:  and  tyrannical  enterprifes, 
though  the  rebukes  have  not  been  equally  miraculous.  Thus  the 
fiimou€  SpanKh  arrnadawas  completely  dcfeated-in  1588.  Philip 
had  for  many  years  troubled  the  repofe  of  our  country  ;  and 
at  laft  his  rage  arrived  to  fuch  a  height  that  nothing  lefs  would 
content  him  than  our  abfolute  flavery  and  ruin.  His  mighty 
fleet  filled  us  indeed  with  alarms,  but  it  did  no  more.  The 
hand  of  the  Lord  appeared  in  our  favour ;  and  our  enemies 
were  fcattcred  by  the  breath  of  his  mouth  ;  by  the  ftorms  and 
tempefts  that  deftroyed  or  difperfed  this  formidable  naval  force. 
To  this  we  may  add  the  invafion  of  the  republic  of  Holland,  in 
1672,  by  Lewis  XIV.;  an  invafion  founded  on  fuch  an  open 
violation  of  integrity,  juflicc,  and  the  faith  of  treaties,  that  a 
greater  inftance  of  public  iniquity  can  fcarcely  be  produced. 
For  a  while  he  was  vi(fiorious,  and  fpread  terror  and  defola- 
tion  around  him  ;  but  in  what  did  his  triumphs  and  conquefts 
end  ?  The  love  of  liberty  found  refources  in  defpair  itfclf ;  the 
genius  of  William,  Prince  of  Orange,  was  called  forth  :  he  put 
himfclf  at  the  head  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  refcued  them  from 
the  jaws  of  deftrudlion.  Nay,  Europe  ftartedfrom  her  lethargy: 
and  hence  a  combination  was  formed  againft  the  haughty  mo- 
narch of  France,  which,  ln>the  fequel,.  reduced  his  grandeur, 
and  broke  his  power. 

Farther,    God  may  reftrain  the   remainder  of  the  wrath   of 
men,  by  bringing  about  a  change  in  their  wills  and  purpofe?. 

This  is  as  effedual  a  method  of  doing  it  as  the  other  wc  have 

•    Exotlus,  sv.  5. 10. 

mentioned ; 
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mentioned  ;  and  where  it  can  bo  taken,  confiftcntly  witli  the 
nature  of  the  human  mind,  and  tlie  dcligns  of  Providence,  is, 
to  our  apprehcnfion,  much  more  agreeable.  Indeed,  it  is  very 
fuitable  to  our  bcft  notions  of  the  Supreme  I^eing,  to  fuppofe 
tliat  he  Ihould  fometimes  adopt  this  way  of  preventing  the  evil 
efleds  that  might  proceed  from  the  pafTions  of  his  creatures. 
Accordingly,  Solomon  tells  us,  Prov.  xxi.  i,  that  "  the  king's 
"  heart  is  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord ;  as  the  rivers  of  water,  he 
"  turneth  it  whithedbever  he  will."  It  is  a  beautiful  circum- 
flance,  when,  in  the  courl'e  of  things,  the  Almighty  fo  orders  it, 
that  the  views  and  fchemes  of  impious  and  unjuft  men  fhall  be 
altered  ;  and  that,  from  being  enemies,  they  fhall  become  friends 
to  the  intercfts  of  truth  and  goodnefs.  Thus  Saul  of  Tarfus,  af- 
terwards St.  Paul,  when  he  breathed  threatening  and  flaughter 
againft  the  church,  was  arrefted  in  the  midfi:  of  his  cai'eer  j 
and  thence  forward  became  a  mofl:  zealous  preacher,  propagator, 
and  defender  of  the  Gofpel  he  had  fo  violently  oppofed. — Thus 
Nebuchadnezzar,  in  the  cafe  of  the  three  young  men,  Shadrach, 
Mefhach,  and  Abednego,  who  were  miraculoufly  delivered 
from  the  burning  fiery  furnace,  was  obliged  publicly  to  pro- 
claim that  there  was  no  god  like  unto  their  God. — We  read 
likewife  in  hiftory,  that  Alexander  the  Great,  when  he  was 
marching  to  punifh  the  Jews,  w-ho  had  offended  him,  was  in- 
fluced  to  lay  afide  his  intentions,  by  the  high  prieft,  who  • 
fliewed  him  the  prophecies  D.inlcl  had  left  concerning  him. 

Where  there  is  no  extraordinary  interpofition,  a  change  may 
be  wrought  in  the  purpofes  of  the  fons  of  Adam,  by  the  ordi- 
nary method  of  the  divine  dealings  and  operations.  They  mav 
be  placed  in  certain  fituations,  where  fuch  arguments  and  re- 
flections ftiall  be  fet  before  them,  as  (hall  occafion  an  entire  al- 
teration 
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teratlon  In  their  fcntlmcnts  and  defigns.  Without  any  reftraint 
upon  their  taculties,  it  may  be  provided  that  they  fhall  fee  things 
in  a  new  and  a  different  light.  Thus  the  officers  who  were 
fent  to  feize  our  bleffed  Saviour,  were  fo  ftruck  with  the  excel- 
lence of  his  difcourfes,  and  the  beauty  and  dignity  with  which 
he  delivered  them,  that  they  were  not  able  to  execute  their  com- 
miffion  ;  but  returned  to  their  mafters  with  the  noblcll  enco- 
mium on  his  manner  of  i'peaking.     Once  more, 

With  regard  to  war,  God  may  reftrain  the  remainder  of  the 
wrath  of  man,  by  occafioning  tranq^uillity  to  be  reftored  in  the 
earth. 

That  he  is  the  maker  of  peace,  he  hath  himfelf  exprefsly  af- 
ferted — 1£  xlv.  7.  He  is  the  author  of  all  our  enjoyments, 
and  of  this  great  bleffing  among  the  reft.  Nor  is  he  lefs  the 
author  of  it  for  bringing  it  about  by  the  intervention  of  natural 
caufes,  and  the  influence  of  human  agents.  Motives,  medi- 
ations, treaties,  are  the  methods  he  hath  appointed  for  this 
purpoi'e  ;  and  unlefs  we  will  ufe  them  in  a  proper  manner,  we 
cannot  expert  to  Iheath  the  fword  of  battle.  When  the  com- 
motions among  the  nations  have  fully  anfwered  the  fchemes  of 
the  divine  government,  the  Almighty  will  then  draw  them  to 
a  period.  He  will  inftil  the  love  of  peace  into  the  hearts  of  the 
contending  powers  j  and  will  incline  them  to  hearken  to  terms 
of  accommodation.  Perpetual  wars  cannot  poffibly  fubfift  be- 
tween the  countries  of  the  globe.  Did  the  paffions  of  men  in: 
this  rcfped  rage  without  intcrmiffion,  the  world  would  become- 
a  field  of  blood,  a  dreary  dcftrt,  an  intolerable  habitation.  Je- 
hovah, thercfoic,  will  provide  for  the  rcftoration  of  tranquillity. 
He  will  give  to  communities  reft  from  their  fears,  their  lofles, 
tlicir  dcfolationr,  and  their  hard   fuH'crings,  wluch  they  were 

made 
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rriade  to  undergo.  This  he  did  to  the  Jews  when  they  had 
been  fufiicieutiy  corredled  by  their  adverfarles.  This  he  hath 
done  in  all  ages,  to  other  nations  ;  and  this  we  hopbC  he  will 
ere  long  do  to  the  Hates  that  are  now  oppofing  eadi  other  with  [ 
fuch  uncommon  fury.  -We  hope  that  he  will  fupprefs  the  tu-  ' 
mults,  the  madnefs,  and  the  barbarities  of  men  ;  command  the 
clalhing  of  arms  andthe  roaring  of  the  aitillery  to  ce  ife ;  dlredi 
the  murderous  initruments  of  execution  to  fop  their  cruel 
operations ;  and  unite  the  contending  parties  in  the  bonds  of 
amity.  Delightful  time  !  when  peace  Ihall  be  reftored  !  May 
it  fly  on  its  fwifceft  wings,  with  innumerable  bleflings  in  its 
train  ! 

And  now,  from  what  hath  been  faid,  the  difturbers  of  the 
world  might  fee  that  they  cannot  effedlually  fight  againflGod. 
— I  fay,  ihey  might  fee  this  ;  but  that  they  will  not  in  faft  at- 
tend to  fo  important  a  truth,  is  much  to  be  appreliended.  They 
will  probably  pufh  forward  their  impious  projeifls ;  but  if  they 
obftinately  perfift  in  their  injuftice  and  iniquity,  let  them  re- 
member, that  their  attempts  fhall  fooner  or  later  be  confounded. 
While  they  are  eagerly  llriving  to  crufh  the  interefts  of  man- 
kind, they  Iliall  in  the  conclufion  contribute  to  their  «flabli£h- 
ment  and  increafc.  It  is  not  to  be  expedled  that  the  voice  of 
preachers  fhould  be  regarded,  amidft  the  madnefs  of  ambition, 
and  the  rige  of  war:  but  if  we  could  be  heard,  we  would  cry 
out  as  loudly  as  pofFiblc  :  Be  wife,  O  !  ye  governors!  Be  in- 
flruclcd,  O  !  ye  warriors  of  the  earth  !  Know,  that  with  your 
utmoft  efforts  you  cannot  finally  triumph  over  the  caufe  of 
honour,  reilitude,  and  religion.  Know,  that  Jehovah  rides 
in  the  whirlwinds  you  raife  ;  that  he  can  diredi  the  ftorm  in 
a  manner  entirely  different  from  what  yourfelves  intend  ;  and 
3  that 
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tUiit.  he  can  pour  it  in  all  its  fury  upon  your  own  heads.  "Know, 
that  he  over-rules  your  enterprifcs  ;  that  he  will  quafh  them, 
when  they  are  contrary  to  his  gracious  purpofes  ;  and  that  he 
•will  make  you,  in  oppofition  to  your  own  views,  the  inftruments 
of  carrying  on  his  defigns,  and  of  teftifying,  in  the  fate  of  the 
world,  his  perfedions,  his  praifes,  and  his  glory.  Be  per- 
luaded,  tlierefore,  to  yield  a  willing  fuhjedion  to  the  Controller 
of  unlverfal  nature. 

From  the  ccnfiderations  which  have  heen  offered,  it  farther 
appears,  that  we  have  abundant  reafon  to  rejoice  in  the  diviuc 
government. 

The  divine  government  is  admirable,  in  whatever  light  wc 
furvey  it.  Such  is  the  wifdom,  and  fuah  the  benevolence  of 
the  Deity,  that  the  moft  unpromifing  events  are  rendered  fub- 
fervient  to  the  intentions  of  his  benignity.  Nothing  can  de- 
feat his  gracious  counfels,  nothing  can  fuccefsfully  oppofe  his 
determinations.  Even  the  worfl  paflTions  of  men  fliall,  in 
their  confcquences,  contribute  to  the  brighter  dlfplay  of  the 
fkill,  the  equity,  the  mercy  of  the  Supreme  Ruler.  Hence 
Ave  have  ^in-pli  ground  to  cry  out,  "  Hallelujah  !  for  the  Lord 
*'  God  omnipotent  reigneth."  Hence  we  have  ample  ground 
to  call  upon  the  heavens  to  fmg,  and  to  bid  the  earth  be  glad. 
What  a  noble  foundation  doth  this  truth  lay  for  a  cheerful 
truft.  in  the  protedion  and  favour  of  our  Maker  !  The  wicked 
may,  indeed,  draw  from  it  matter  of  alarm  and  terror  j  but  to 
•the  righteous  it  is  a  fource  of  perpetual  and  unfpcakable  con- 
folation.  It  may,  indeed,  be  ncceffary  that  even  the  righteous 
(hould  iufler  for  a  time  ;  but  then  they  are  alfured  of  a  final  re- 
leafc  ;  they  are  afl'urcd  that  all  their  dillreflcs  fliall  operate  to 
their  greater  felicity. 

1^  Again, 
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Again,  v^•e  may  perceive,  from  what  hath  been  faid,  tlire- 
propricty  of  feeking  unto  God,  with  humble  fupplications  for 
his  prote£tion  and  fupport. 

Doth  the  eternal  Creator  regulate  the  affairs  of  the  world  ? 
Doth  he  make  them  fubfervient  to  his  own  wife  and  benevo- 
lent purpofes  ?  Can  we  do  nothing  in  oppofilion  to  him,  and 
without  lus  concurrence  ?  To  whom  then  fhould  we  look  in 
Gur  public  concerns  ?  Why,  we  fliould  look  to  the  Being  from 
whom  alone  our  help  can  come.  Senfible  that  our  dependence 
is  upon  the  Lord  of  hofts,  and  that  his  intcrpofition  is  neceflary 
to  our  welkre  ;  fcnfible  that  fliould-  he  withdraw  his  favour,  the 
fair  fabric  of  our  happLnefs  would  fall  to  the  ground,  we  fliould 
ardently  implore  that  he  would  not  deprive  us  of  his  kindiiefs. 
We  need  not  fay,  that  there  is  the  utmoft  reafon  for  the  moft 
fervent  fupplications  to  the  Majefty  of  heaven  and  earth.  We 
need  not  fay,  that  the  fituation  of  this  country,  from  its  being 
involved  in  war,  and  from  the  injuries  which  trade  and  com- 
merce have  fuffered,  is  truly  affecting  and  awful.  We  need  not 
fay,  that  the  profpe£ts  of  diflrcfs  and  defolation  in  Europe  are 
idarming  beyond  almoft  any  former  periods  of  its  hiftory.  We 
need  not  fay,  that  rivers  of  blood  have  already  been  fhed,and  that 
they  will  probably  (I  fear  I  may  add  certainly)  flow  in  larger 
ftreams  during  the  courfe  of  the  year.  We  need  not  fay,  that 
it  is  not  in  human  wifdom  pofitively  to  pronounce  when  an  end 
fliall  be  put  to  the  violence  and  ci-uelties  of  the  contending  par- 
ties. We  need  not  fay, that  the  wrath  of  man  hath  ftldom  afllimed 
a  more  threatening  a^ppearance, whether  we  confider,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  combination  of  the  fovereigns  of  Europe,  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  fierce  and  barbarous  fpirit  of  thofe  who  have 
taken  the  lead  among  the  French  people.     We  need  not  fay, 

that 
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tiiat  it  Is  only  the  Supreme  Governcxr  of  the  univerfe  who  can 
caufe  the  wrath  of  man  to  praife  him,  and  who  can  reftraitt 
the  remainder  of  that  wrath.  It  is  his  power,  his  wil'dom,  his 
benevolence  alone  that  can  elicit  good  from  ill  ;.  that  can  con- 
vert the  angry  paflions  of  men.  to  the  execution  of  his  gracious 
purpofcs  ;  that  can  make  light  to  arife  out  of  da  knefs,  and 
order  from  confufion  ;  that  can  render  the  fufferings  and  mi- 
feries  of  mankind  the  inftruments  of  producing,  in  the  final 
refult  of  things,  a  brighter  difplay  of  his  moral  government,  and 
a  fuperior  portion  of  knowledge,  virtue,  and  happincfs. 

With  a  firm  convidion  of  thefe  important  truths,  we  fliould 
offer  our  humble  addrefles  to  the  God  and  Father  of  mercies.. 
We  fhouid  implore  the  pardon  of  our  own  fins,  and  of  the  fins 
of  the  nation  to  which  wc  belong.  We  fliould  pray  that  a 
general  fpirit  of  piety  and  virtue  may  prevail  in  the  land.  We 
fliould  pray  that  public  calamities  may  be  averted,  and  the 
public  felicity  rcftored  and  increafed.  We  fhould  pray  that' 
mankind  may  be  equally  delivered  from  the  defpotifm  of  ty- 
ranny, and  the  difordcrj  of  anarchy.  We  fhould  pray  that 
civil  and  religious  liberty  may  every  where  be  eftablillied  on  a 
firm,  temperate,  and  rational  foundation.  We  fhould  pray  that 
the  feelings  of  humanity  may  enter  into  the  bofoms  of  men, 
and  difpofe  them  to  mutual  offices  of  forbearance  and  kindnefs. 
We  fliould  pray  that  the  wrath  of  man,  which  now  burns  with 
fo  much  fury,  may  be  Ipeedily  and  effedually  reftrained  ;  and 
that  it  may  praife  God  by  being  converted  into  a  more  ardent 
dcfire  for  the  rcftoration  of  peace  and  tranquillity,  and  into  a 
more  earneft  f  jlicitude  for  fixing  the  happincfs  of  nations  on  a 
folid  and  permanent  bafis. 

Lafi'y, 
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Laftly,  We  fhould  be  folicitous  to  behave  la  fuch  a  manner 
that  God  may  not  finally  forfake  us. 

Our  fms,  that  have  abounded  among  us,  are  thecaufes  which 
give  us  reafon  to  be  afraid,  left  the  Almighty  fhould  permit 
the  paffions  of  men  to  rage  agaiuft  us,  in  the  vi'ay  of  judgment. 
Our  vices  are  the  grand  evils  which  have  a  formidable  afpedl  on 
our  prefent  felicity,  and  our  future  hopes  and  happinefs.  Should 
we  not  then  be  anxious  to  remove  every  cloud,  by  removing,  as 
iar  as  we  are  able,  every  caufe  that  occafions  a  cloud  to  hang  over 
our  heads?  And  how  can  this  be  done,  but  by  real  penitence  and 
fincere  reformation?  We  know  that  if  a  nation  fhall  repent  of  its 
iniquities,  and  return  unto  God,with  a  genuine  amendment  and 
true  holinefs,  it  will  have  the  fulleft  ground  to  expect  the  moft 
beneficial  confcquences.  Would  we,  therefore,  obtain  a  folid 
tranquillity,  and  a  durable  felicity,  a  fpirit  of  piety  and  virtue 
fliould  fpread  through  the  land ;  and  all  ranks  of  pei-fons  ought 
to  concur  in  bewailing  and  ccrredlng  their  vices.  But  how 
is  fo  defirable  an  e\'ent  to  be  produced  ?  It  can  only  be  pro- 
duced by  each  of  us  taking  heed  to  his  own  paths,  and  his  own 
doings.  If  we  have  any  regard  to  our  own  interefls,  or  the 
interefts  of  our  country ;  if  we  have  any  concern  for  our 
temporal  and  eternal  blifs  ;  if  we  would  deferve  the  name  of 
Britons,  the  name  of  Chriftians,  and  the  name  of  Proteftants, 
let  every  one  of  us  inftantly  begin  for  ourfelves  the  great  work 
of  repentance  and  univerfd  goodnefs.  Let  us  deeply  humble 
our  fouls  in  the  prefence  of  our  Maker,  for  our  repeated  and 
a"-gravated  offences  ;  apply,  through  the  Mediator  of  the  new 
covenant  for  the  pardon  of  our  iniquities  ;  form  the  fincereft 
refolutions  that  we  will  ferve  the  Lord  ;  and  look  up  to  God 
for  his  affiftance  in  ftrcngthening  and  eftablifliing  our  pious  de- 

J.rminations. 
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termmations.  Let  our  charaders  be  diftlngulfhed  by  all  the 
amiable  and  excellent  attainments  and  virtues  which  are  urged 
by  the  precepts,  and  recommended  by  the  example  of  Jefus. 
Let  us  alfo  ftudy,  in  cur  feveral  ftations,  to  promote  reform- 
ation among  others.  Let  our  own  families  be  altars  to  Je- 
hovah, where  are  offered  up  the  daily  facrifices  of  prayer  and 
praife.  Let  us  exert  ourfelves  to  diffufe  the  principles  of  piety 
and  righteoufnefs,  wherever  our  influence  extends.  Thus  fhall 
we  become  bleffings  in  the  creation  of  God.  Thus  (hall  we 
beft  contribute  to  the  fecurity  and  profperity  of  our  native  land: 
And  thus,  whatever  revolutions,  cataftrophes,  and  defolations, 
divine  Providence  may  permit  to  be  produced  by  the  wrath  of 
men,  one  thing  we  flaall  be  fure  of,  and  that  is,  a  kingdom  which 
caiyiot  be  moved,  eternal  in  the  heavens.     Amen. 


Puhlijhti  hy  Dr.  KiPPis. 
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